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SUBJECT: AMLO URGES SUPPORTERS "TO SAVE DEMOCRACY" 

REF: A. A) MEXICO 3953 
B. B) MEXICO 3832 

LiJ! B M SU T? ry: At h " ********* "informational meeting," 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador (AMLO, presidential candidate of 
the Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRO) , called on his 

^?E^ £ !J£™ gin a continuous vigil until the electoral 
tribunal (TEPJF) issues its final decision with respect to 
the presidential election results. Speaking before a crowd 
varyingly estimated at between 180,000 and 2 million 
participants, AMLO called upon his supporters to set up 

camps on Mexico City's central plaza and on major 
thoroughfares. Within hours and in what was clearly a 

Z^ir 11 "^^ 0 ^' la£gS tSntS Wer ° erected alon 9 ^veral 
ma 3 or thoroughfares, causing havoc to Mexico City's alreadv 

complicated traffic. In considerably broadening his campaign 
of civil disobedience in a manner that will directly impact 
the lives of millions of Mexico City residents, AMLO is 
pursuing a high risk strategy that ensures his cause will not 
be ignored — and that risks alienating many erstwhile 
supporters. End summary. 
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The Two Million Man March Falls Short 

busJ^nV" JUl l 3 2' AML ° led thous *™** of supporters, many 
bused xn from out-of-town, in a march along Mexico's 
pnncipal thoroughfare to the Zocalo or central square where 

the a S:i Sed S?° asSembled • The march and^y J " 

the third in the series of "informational meetings" he has 
held since the July 2 election (ref A) . Estimates of tnt 
crowd size varied widely and as usual were highly 

est^Ti While the PedSral tentative Police (PPP, 
estimated the crowd at 180,000, the PRD-led Mexico City 
government estimated it at two million, neatly matching the 
goal the party had set in advance of the event. Dai^y 
newspaper Reforma claimed to have conducted a careful studv 
of the size of the crowd, based upon an enlarged aerial 
£2°' ^ ! Stimated ifc at 348 '000. A polofAho attended 
52 yS f terdai ' 9 rall y and th « «M»t one (ref B) noted Sat 
although yesterday's rally appeared somewhat larger than t£e 

f^ S « ft 0n0 at Which the crwd ™ estimated at £etween^ 
150,000 and 280,000 ~ it was not dramatically 1™" 
suggesting that the Reforma estimate may be close/to ' the 
mark than either of the two conflicting official estimates. 

th at ^L SP r^ ng t0 J?" assembled supporters, AMLO announced 
that the challenge they faced was one of saving Mexican 
democracy. He noted that in a country as unequaHs" Mexico 
democracy provided millions of poor their oni?^ of ' 
improving their lives, and that once democratic metns of 
protest are restricted, the only remaining alternatives are 
submission or violence. He contended tha? the TEPJf" 

wtr™^ 3 be ^ g SUbjSCt t0 stron * Pressures from those 

Thh J » i der themselves "Mexico's masters and lords." He 

tiffin ^ ^ d ° n0t £6Spect ^titutions, it s 

tr^iL^T 11 ^' Unfortu ^tely, we do not have a 
tradition that assures us that the men managing the 
institutions act with rectitude and decency." Further 
emphasizing his distrust of institutions, he added that while 

many invoke the "rule of law " in kt a ~ ■; 4.*. c wniie 

■f«v 4. ' Mexico, those responsible 

for administering justice have used the rule of law to 

legalize. . .the abuses that the strong commit," rather th an 
to protect the weak. He said that wh?le he hoped £e xS**" 

^wEZ E W ° Uld " res P°" ib ^" would^ot sit ™? 

with his arms crossed." * 

Camping in the Streets 

4. (U) AMLO then proposed that he and his followers stay "in 
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LSS^V"-* 1 ^ until the Tr ^nai^SASSIFIED 

decision. He proposed that his followers set up 31 "cLn«» 

additional camps - one for each Mexico City ward - be 111 
ZfHZ* 8 r eral . n ' aj0r th <>~ughfares, incluo^ Paseo L £ 
-f^T ^ " 8 " ted that «>e °amps maintain "discipline 
respect and cleanliness, - urging his supporters to orotic 
gardens and historic monuments in the are! He a!so 

e"ToTr at " tiStiC CUltUral — ■ A * held at 

each of the camps. He said that he himself would live in tL 

re^rtef ^ J* ±tS and lUeld was 

hJ- 6 SPent the n±ght in a tent ™ the Zocalo He 

S 8 Bl J^' bY n ° ting that he would announce 
further planned acts of civil disobedience in the future 
There were no reports of violence during the rally 

5. (SBU) During the evening hours, large tarpaulin tent- 
were erected over segments of Paseo de L i " tt 

!f \-, atmm su PP° rt «« erected smaller, more privatTtent, 
on the blockaded streets. Although the enca^^I w^ed 
havoc on the Monday morning rush hour, the a^r^ieT^ 

tS; c :he r :io ed Mexi r, City ,ronicipai 010 

woCL n\ ? ag ° 8 dld n0t violat « law and that they 

a crfm^ ™ 1 — th * P-testers actually com^tted 

A 21st Century Caudillo 

6. (SBU) In a discussi on with poloffj " ~| 

I " ~~ hoted that in tfl Ynifla Lo ClVij. J 

fa£enTV° ^ electo «l authoritiesT AM^O has 

fallen back on the strategy that has worked best foThim In 
the past She noted that his tactics fell squarely wiSin" 
Mexico s long tradition of political strongmeT (caudles'? 
manipulating the masses and commented on tnTirony £ 
demands for transparency and accountability two L^?J 
for which she said, his administrated ^SL^*^ 
not been known, she feared, however, that AMLO's 

Fe^rSir 6 1Sft n °,f 00m f ° r co ***<™***r and criticized 

IroSd th^ r ° n 38 T el1 f ° r n0t Sh ° Wing flexibility. She 
argued that xn resolving the current standoff, a rigid 

TEPJF magistrates needed to show political sensitivity to 
avoid exacerbating tensions. «wxy to 

Comment: AMLO Ups the Ante 
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7. (SBU) Comment- In aainrr J^CLASSIFIED 
blocfcWmaSor ^^^JSS^l --'perhaoTf 

While until now most Mexicans followed AMLO's «7t7« ^ 
occasional small-scale act of oMSJSSSliLSi « 
television news, his current tactics will havT! ! 
unpact on the lives of millions livinain 5 „ f"* 0 * 

itHfr""!' th * mH,i<!i '» 1 9ov.rnm.nt undoub^Sy Sjl find 
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